Introduction
The order Opiliones includes about 6000 species (Machado et al. 2007; Hallan 2010) and is the third largest group in Arachnida. The study of Neotropical harvestmen began with European researchers, such as Kirby (1818), Perty (1833) , Koch (1839a, b) , among others. At that time, descriptions were not standardized and frequently lacked illustrations. A new system of studying them was proposed by the German researcher Carl F. Roewer (1912a, b) . He standardized descriptions, illustrated species and proposed type species for many genera. However, his system (later referred to as the Roewerian system) relied heavily on sets of certain characters to propose taxonomical categories (i.e. armature of the ocularium, dorsal scutum and pedipalpal femur, and number of tarsal articles) and did not allow for the inclusion of new characters. The rationale
